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Dear Coastal Conservancy Members:

[L'am writing in support of the City of Berkeley’s grant application to fund construction of the first phase
of the Bay Trail Extension. The Bay Trail Extension is an ADA-compliant multi-use trail that will
provide safe and convenient access for cyclists, pedestrians, wheelchair users, strollers, skaters and others
to the recreational and educational facilities at the Berkeley Marina and Eastshore State Park.

As a spur of the San Francisco Bay Trail, this project will immediately improve access to the waterfront
from the East Bay cities and, when the Bay Trail is completed, to the entire San Francisco Bay region,
Since the trail also connects with the 1-80 Bieycle/Pedestrian Bridge, it will provide an important link to
the Bay for the residential, commercial, retail and educational areas that lie east of I-80.

The existing bicycle access is not only unsafe: it is not truly accessible for some pedestrians and
wheelchair users. The only way for eyclists, wheelchair users and others to get to the Berkeley waterfront
1s to travel along the unevenly paved shoulder of University Avenue. The Bay Trail Extension project will
provide an alternative route that is separated from the vehicular traffic along the University Avenue
thoroughfare. The proposed trail will also provide a safer, more enjoyable. waterfront experience for the
users due to its alignment through park landscape and by the water’s edge.

The Berkeley Marina and its facilities are already a major regional destination. Completion of the
Berkeley’s i-80 Bicvcle/Pedestrian Bridge and the Bay Trail have greatly increased the use of this area,
The number of State, regional and local visitors is expecied to increase significantly over the next few
years as improvements are made to the Marina and as Eastshore State Park is developed

T urge you to support this important regional project by allocating funding for phase I construction of the
Bay Trail Extension.

Sincerely,
L vrateneocu RECEvEr
LONI HANCOCK
Assemblywoman, 14" District AUG 16 2004
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